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World Communion Day 
Observed on October 2 
World Communion Sunday will be observed 

on October 2 with the serving of the Lord’s 
Supper and the receiving of the annual Peace & 
Global Witness Offering. 
 
Gifts to this special Presbyterian Church 
(U.S.A.) offering will help more people 
experience the freedom and dignity that Christ 
wants for everyone.  Of your gifts, 25% stays 
with our congregation to support peacemaking 
and reconciliation in our community, 25% goes 
to joining with other congregations to support  

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Facebook Image 

Back in the Pulpit 
Liturgists have returned to assist with Sunday 
worship after a two-year absence. The first 
liturgist in September was David Taylor, 
above. More about worship changes on Page 2. 

PASTOR’S CORNER 

Remember Those Who 

Showed Love of God 

October is probably my favorite month of the 

year. I love everything about it: the moderate 
temperatures, the changing colors of leaves, 
apple cider, and football. Not everything on 
that list is unique to October, but this is when 
they all come together. 
 
I also love Halloween. I like the fun festival 
atmosphere of it. Kids have fun dressing up 
and everyone gets the chance to practice some 
basic generosity by giving out candy. And, let’s 
not forget, it is the one day when adults can 
wear costumes without their sanity being 
questioned. As much as I like Halloween, I 
must admit it is a weird tradition. Think about 
it. Why do we just give out candy to kids 
dressed in costumes? On the surface, it just 
doesn’t make sense. So I decided to look into 
our Halloween traditions. 
 
Halloween comes from an old Scottish term for 
All Hallows’ Eve. This was the day before the 
special Christian celebration of All Saints’ Day. 
On All Hallows’ Eve, it was tradition for people, 
especially the poor, to go door to door and offer 
to pray for recently deceased relatives and 
friends. The poor were then given food (soul 
cakes) in exchange for their prayers.  

(Continued on Page 4) 
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Sunday Schedule 
Worship is at 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary. The 
worship service is streamed live on Facebook and 
is archived for viewing on demand. Adult Sunday 
school is at 9:30 a.m. in the Memorial Family Room.  
 
Dates to Remember  
October 2 – World Communion Sunday 
October 4 – Deacons – 7 p.m. 
October 9 – Session – 6:30 p.m. 
October 12 – PW Book Club – 10 a.m. 
October 15 – Newsletter deadline 
October 16 – Deacons’ social after worship  
October 30 – Reformation Sunday 
October 31 – Trunk or Treat Night 
 
Food Pantry Donations 
The Huntingdon Food Pantry is requesting peanut 
butter for October. Donations can be dropped off at 
the office or at the worship service on the last 
Sunday of the month, October 30. 
 
Worship Attendance 
The average in-person August worship attendance 
was 43. Archived online Sunday services had an 
average of 113 Facebook views. 
 
Weekly Giving 
Tithes and offerings through August totaled 
$122,445.70, or an average of $3,499 a week. 
Primary fund giving for 2022 is budgeted at 
$180,000, or an average of $3,462 a week. 
 
Per Capita Contributions 
The per capita for 2022 is $34.25 per member, for a 
total assessment of $5,138. As of September 1, 
contributions totaled $1,721.  
 

 
Care & Visitation List 
Vin Dandrea              Margy Wilson        
Jeanne Speck          

If you know anyone who would like 
to be put on this list, please call the 
church office at 643-1302. 

 

 

 
Worship Changes Mark 

Return to Normalcy 
Sunday worship services are slowly getting 

back to normal with the resumption of several 
activities that were curtailed because of the 
pandemic. 
 
As of September, liturgists are again helping to 
lead the service, the deacons have resumed 
greeting worshipers and the congregation is 
singing a third hymn.  
 
In addition, the offertory has been restored to 
the order of worship, but with a twist.  
Offertory plates will not be passed among the 
worshipers, as in pre-pandemic days, but will 
remain in the rear of the church. Members and 
friends are asked to continue to place their 
offerings in the plates either before or after the 
service. 

+ 

World Communion 
(Continued from First Page) 

peacemaking work in our region, and 50% 
supports the work for peace and reconciliation 
being done by Presbyterians across the globe.  

 

World Communion Sunday culminates an 
annual monthlong “Season of Peace” in the 
PC(USA). This year’s theme is drawn from the 
book of Isaiah: “You shall go out with joy and 
be led forth in peace” (55:12). 

 

In 1980, the 192nd General Assembly 
adopted Peacemaking: The Believers’ Calling, a 
document that has guided Presbyterian peace 
efforts. It is no less critical today. The document 
declares, among other things, that “the church 
is obedient to Christ when it nurtures and 
equips God’s people as peacemakers.” 

 
To contribute, you may use the yellow “World-
Wide Communion” envelope in your box of 
envelopes or the special Peace & Global Witness 
offering envelope. Please write “Peace Offering” 
in the memo line of your check. 



 
 

FROM THE DEACONS 

Board Receives Update 

On Forum Activities 

The deacons held their monthly meeting on 

September 6.  Pastor Hoover updated us on 
Forum of Churches activities, including plans 
for coordinating a Bible school activity for the 
summer of 2023. In addition, a community 
Thanksgiving service will be held this year. 
 
Jenny Brockett reminded us that anyone who is 
interested in baking cookies for the "Cookies for 
Caregivers" can contact Jeremy Uhrich 
at juhrich@huntsd.org.  This outreach is 
ongoing and all who want to help are welcome. 
 
The deacons are planning to work on locating 
items that were given to the church and often 
used for assorted gatherings. We will then 
compile a list of what we have to use and what 
we may need to purchase. This will be a work in 
progress consisting of organization and 
housekeeping.   
 
Also of note, the deacons have resumed 
providing greeters to welcome those attending 
Sunday morning worship services at HPC. Our 
gift for visitors will also be changed, and 
decided on next month.  
  
Mark your calendar for an after-church social 
get-together to be held on October 16.  Glow 
sticks will be provided by the deacons for our 
Trunk or Treat event on October 31. 
 
If you do not know who is currently serving as a 
deacon, please check the back of your church 
bulletin; and feel free to contact us with any 
needs you might have. 
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Clock Tower Tidings – 3 

Bags of Love Conclude 
This Year’s Pipe Dream  
Presbyterian Women will conclude its Pipe 

Dream project this year with its popular Bags of 
Love local mission  project. This ongoing 
project provides bags of "entertainment 
goodies" for children either waiting with 
families or being treated at the Convenient Care 
medical center, the hospital's "emergency 
room" for walk-in patients.  

This year PW has provided a minimum of 30 
bags per month to the facility. It is costing PW 
more for the contents of the bags -- in other 
words, our money doesn't stretch so far and the 
need is greater. As in the past, we keep hearing 
so many positive comments from both grateful 
staff and families.  

PW sends special thanks to Sue Lang, for doing 
most of the shopping and bag-filling during this 
time of isolation as well as making all the 
deliveries; to Alice Griswold for sewing many 
bags; and to several members who provide 
regular donations of material to make bags and 
buy crayons, books, toys and coloring books. 

PW hopes you will place lots of quarters – or 
even some "paper money" or checks!– in the 
pipes, located at each entrance to the sanctuary. 
This Pipe Dream mission project will continue 
through December. 

• + 

Book Club Date Changes 
Presbyterian Women’s Book Club, with Anita 

Nwaobilo as moderator and Sue Lang as 
“promoter,” is off to a lively start, but would 
welcome more participants to add to the fun, 
conversation and discussion. 
 
The date for October’s gathering has changed to 
Wednesday, October 12. The group meets at 
10 a.m. in the Memorial Family Room. 
 
October’s book, The Last Days of Night by 
Graham Moore (2016), is historical fiction 
about the nature of genius, the cost of ambition, 
and the battle to electrify America. 

Trunk or Treat 
Trunk or Treat will be 
held on Halloween, 
Monday, October 31, 
in the HPC parking 
lot. Last year, Jim 
Dodson, left, handed 
out glow sticks to 
trick-or-treaters.  

 

mailto:juhrich@huntsd.org
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Pastor’s Corner 
(Continued from First Page) 

As you could probably guess, this practice is 
where we get our modern-day trick-or-treating. 
I believe this is a beautiful image of community 
support. Mourners are being surrounded by 
prayer while generosity and care are being 
shown to the poor. 

 
The church still celebrates All Saints’ Day. In 
our Reformed tradition, it is a time when we 
intentionally remember the people who have 
come before us in the faith. Remembering those 
who have preceded us in the faith has been an 
important Christian spiritual exercise for 
millennia. St. Augustine wrote in his 
Confessions about the inspiration of his 
mother’s faith in Christ.  

 
All of us can probably remember at least one 
person we have encountered in life whose faith 
inspired us and challenged us. Maybe for you 
that person was a parent or grandparent or 
uncle or aunt or even a very close friend. We 
learn about God and what He has done for us in 
Jesus Christ through the people who came 
before us in faith. We learn about God through 
their teaching and instruction. We experience 
God’s love through their acts of compassion and 
service. 

 
The holiday season is typically when we notice 
the absence of loved ones. It is easy to look 
around the Thanksgiving dinner table or 
Christmas tree and miss the people who are not 
there. There is a sadness that comes with that 
recognition, and those feelings are okay. This 
time of year might be the perfect opportunity 
not to think what we have lost, but to remember 
what they have given us. Remember the lessons 
they taught. Remember the love they shared. 
Remember the faith they tried to pass on. 
Remember and give thanks to God, for each one 
of those people whose memory we cherish was 
a gift from Him. 

 
So have fun enjoying all the good things this 
time of year has to offer. But also take time to 
remember those special people who showed 
you the love of God in Jesus Christ. And also  

 
 
remember that you may be called to be that 
example of faith for someone in your life. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Rev. Brett D. Hoover 
 
“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a 
great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so 
easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for 
us,  fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him he 
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat 
down at the right hand of the throne of 
God. Consider him who endured such 
opposition from sinners, so that you will not 
grow weary and lose heart.” 

– Hebrews 12:1-3 
 

 

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS 

The session approved the following during its 
meeting on August 28 held in person and via 
Zoom:  

⚫ Building use for the Festival of Song on 
December 3 
⚫ Building use for the review of minutes by the 
presbytery on October 5 
⚫ Trunk or Treat on Halloween in the HPC 
parking lot 
⚫ Reauthorizing the purchase of a new 
computer (limit $750) for the church secretary 
⚫ A new light for the organ (under $100) 
⚫ Establishing the option for online giving to 
HPC through the Presbyterian Church 
Foundation 
⚫ Changes to the order of worship 
⚫ Pastor Hoover’s study leave from October 10-
12 

… 
The session approved the following during its 
meeting on September 11 held in person and 
via Zoom:  

⚫ Permission for Ann Dunlavy’s Rotary 
Interact Club to meet weekly in Fellowship Hall 
on Mondays from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
⚫ Increasing the pastor’s discretionary fund, 
which helps people in need, by $500 for the 
remainder of 2022 



 
 

 
 
Pastoral Care Available 
Pastor Brett Hoover is available in the church 
office Tuesday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. for pastoral care and calls. If you 
need pastoral care, please call the office at 814-
643-1302 or you may email the church office at 
huntpc1789@gmail.com. In case of emergency, 
please call Pastor Brett at 724-331-5798. 

… 
Liturgist Program Has Resumed 
The Worship Committee has restarted its 
liturgist program. If you are interested in 
sharing your gifts in worship as a liturgist, 
contact Amanda Hetrick or the church office.  

… 
2023 Budget Work Begins 
The Finance/Stewardship Committee has 
begun the work of creating a church budget for 
2023. If you have any input, please contact Phil 
Thompson by email at thompspp@gmail.com 

… 
Contact Office to Give Flowers 
If you wish to contribute flowers for Sunday 
worship, please contact the church office. 
Usually the HPC member orders the flowers, 
but the deacons are happy to help.  

… 
Krislund Holds Annual Fundraiser  
Krislund Camp and Retreat Center is holding 
its third annual “Moving for Krislund” virtual 
fundraiser this month.. More information at: 
www.krislund.org/movingforkrislund 

… 
Prayer Chain Requests 
Prayer chain requests may be made by 
contacting Deb Hetrick at 814-643-5424 
(home)or 814-644-1653 (cell). All prayer chain 
requests will be kept confidential. 
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Photo by Sylvia Byers 

Town and Gown 
Pastor Brett, at left, Elder Zack Byers and 
Sylvia Byers went to Juniata College's Open 
House on September 1, at the Unity House at 
Juniata College. The Offices of Campus 
Ministry and Equity, Diversity and Inclusion 
created the event to welcome students to our 
community. It was also a great opportunity to 
fellowship with the other churches in the area. 

… 
Thanks for Supporting 
Hometown Hearts Meal 
Thanks to everyone who provided desserts for 

the September 8 Hometown Hearts Community 
Meal at St. James Lutheran Church. They 
include Kathy Cella, Alice Griswold, Betsy 
Mason, Nan Stewart, Sue Lang and three 
members of the HPC kitchen crew – Kathy 
Criswell, Barb Williams and Artamarie Barclay.  
 
HPC is next scheduled to prepare and serve the 
Hometown Hearts meal on Thursday, 
November 10. Please consider volunteering to 
be part of the kitchen crew, especially since 
some regular members of the crew may not be 
available during the winter months. HPC’s turn 
in the kitchen occurs about every seven weeks. 
 
If you are interested in learning  more about 
this community outreach service, please contact 
Artamarie Barclay or the church office. 

 

mailto:huntpc1789@gmail.com
mailto:thompspp@gmail.com
http://www.krislund.org/movingforkrislund


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


