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PASTOR’S CORNER
Here Are Some Ideas
For Summer Reading

Every summer something exciting returns to the
Hoover house that makes me brim with

nostalgia: Book It. In case you don’t know, Book
It is a reading program sponsored by Pizza Hut.
Parents track their children’s reading, and, if they
meet the goal for the month, the kids get a free
personal pan pizza! I have such fond memories of
going to Pizza Hut and getting my very own little
pizza. But it’'s so much more fun seeing my kids
get to do that now.

The more relaxed pace of summer often lends
itself to taking up those renewing and enriching
activities that can be neglected. Reading is
usually in that mix. I often run across several
articles of suggested books for the summer. I even
wrote one for you a couple of years ago, and I
figured it was time for another. I wouldn’t even
object if you treated yourself to some pizza after
having read them.

SEE PAGE 6

HPC Names Organist
As Church Musician

Organist Keith Sutton is HPC’s new church
musician, effective Sunday, June 21.

He will play HPC’s 104-year-old pipe organ at
three Sunday services a month. The Personnel
Committee will develop a substitute organist list
and arrange for substitute musicians when they
are needed. The session approved appointing Dr.
Sutton to the position at its June 14 meeting.

HPC’s Hook and Hastings organ, installed in
1922, has mostly sat dormant for the last few

SEE PAGE 2
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Phott;y Bill Caufield
Church Picnic: Jeff Shoemaker and Paul Post
man the grill on June 14. Details, Page 3.
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UPDATE

Sunday Schedule

Worship is at 10:30 a.m. in the sanctuary. The
service is streamed live on Facebook and on
demand. Sunday school is at 9:30 a.m. in the
Memorial Family Room and also via Zoom.

Dates to Remember

July 2 — PC(USA) General Assembly ends
July 3 — Office closed; downtown car cruise
July 4 — Independence Day

July 6 — HPC’s 237th birthday

July 9 — Hometown Hearts meal

July 19 — Communion

July 19 — Session — 6:30 p.m.

August 2 - Communion

August 3 - PW meeting - 1 p.m.

August 4 — National Night Out — 4-8 pm

Food Pantry Donations

The Huntingdon Food Pantry is requesting
vegetable soup for July and chicken noodle
soup for August. Donations can be dropped off
near the lift or in the south vestibule.

Worship Attendance

The average in-person Sunday worship
attendance over four Sundays in May and June
was 46. Sunday services had an average of 79 live
and archived Facebook views.

Weekly Giving

Tithes and offerings through May totaled $86,656,
or an average of $3,939 a week. Primary Fund
giving for 2026 is budgeted at $190,000, or an
average of $3,654 a week.

Per Capita Contributions

The 2026 per capita assessment is $41 per
member, for a total of $5,289. As of June 1, per
capita contributions totaled $1,044. If possible,
please pay your per capita.

Newsletter Deadline
The deadline for the September newsletter is
Monday, August 17.

Deacons’ Care List

If you or someone you know would like to be put
on the deacons’ Care List, please tell a deacon or
call the church office at 814-643-1302.
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Dr. Keith Sutton at the organ console on June 21.

Organist Named

Continued from Page One

years. The church’s two previous church
musicians were pianists, not organists. Ivan
Yumagulov and Bryan Jones were doctoral
students in musical arts at Penn State University
in State College who moved from the area when
their studies were completed.

Dr. Sutton, a physician who graduated from the
Penn State University College of Medicine, is no
stranger to HPC and its organ.

Besides serving as guest organist at worship
services — most recently on March 22 — he has
played the organ at a number of Festivals of Song
held in HPC’s sanctuary. He played last
December at the Festival of Song, which was
staged for the first time since the Covid
pandemic.

He was introduced as permanent organist at the
worship service on June 21.

IN MEMORIAM

The following member died recently:
Donald A. Bachman, May 29, 2026
He will be greatly missed.
Please remember his family in your prayers.



Photos by Bill Caufield
This year’s food-themed cake treat made by
Susan Jackson was in the shape of a large bowl of
macaroni and cheese.

Annual Church Picnic
Provides Food and Fun

The annual church picnic on Sunday, June 14,
at Portstown Park featured lots of good food and
fellowship. Even the weather cooperated.

It was overcast, but comfortable for the more
than 40 picnickers, who brought side dishes and
desserts to complement the hot dogs, hamburgers
and drinks provided by the Mission and Outreach
Committee.

Prior to the picnic, Pastor Brett conducted an
informal worship service in the pavilion. His
message was the second in a series on the Old
Testament Book of Judges that he started the
week before in the sanctuary.

The service was interrupted just three times by
passing trains, and the lack of electric power to
the pavilion was taken in stride by the picnickers.
Youngsters at the picnic took advantage of the
park’s play equipment.

A highlight of the picnic was Susan Jackson’s
cake, which in previous years was shaped like a
giant hot dog, hamburger, strawberry and
watermelon. This year, the cake took the shape
of a large bowl of macaroni and cheese.
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Youngsters play on the park’s slide, above, while'
food was the big draw for other folks, below.

Pastor Brett
led worship
for those
attending the
church picnic.
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PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

PW Book Club Cancels
July, August Meetings

J uly and August Presbyterian Women’s Book
Club meetings are unfortunately cancelled.
Sometimes things come up; we apologize.

The already announced book selections will be
kept and moved to the fall. Book club returns on
Wednesday, September 9, with Judge Stone by
co-authors Viola Davis and James

Patterson. This book contains a first-class
courtroom drama, small-town excitement and
strong characters wrapped in a moral dilemma.

Never fear, Agatha Christie fans. Miss Marple: The
Complete Short Stories is on tap for Wednesday,
October 7. PW Book Club meets on the first
Wednesday of the month at 10 a.m. in the former
choir room. Again, apologies for any confusion
for the July and August book club

discussions. Happy Reading!

PW NOTES

New Pipe Dream: The new Pipe Dream for July,
August and September will benefit the Standing
Stone Backpack Program, one of PW's two
permanent Pipe Dream projects. Please fill the
pipes that can be found in the sanctuary and
the office hallway. The backpack program
provides weekend food for students at
Standing Stone Elementary School.

Quarterly Meeting: PW will hold its
quarterly meeting at 1 p.m. on Monday,
August 3, in the Memorial Family Room.

Prayer Chain: Men as well as women can join
the Presbyterian Women's Prayer Chain. Just
contact Deb Hetrick at 814-643-5424 (home) or
814-644-1653 (cell). If you have a request for the
Prayer Chain, Deb’s contact info is the same. All
prayer chain requests will be kept confidential
unless directed otherwise.

Wy -

J "

-

o f
. 7
- -
N &
- 4 ‘\
/
o
: 4&; .

.
L
\\ 1

, e

i
4 s
A
. g
IR -
p P
A 3
e Y

¢

3> 2 ks

s

}} o g :
. - .>
Lt ¢
» £ i
N .-"7.

3 kB

N .

Photos;;o'y Bill Caufield
Strawberry Sunday: Deacon Jenny Brockett is
ready to provide toppings for Jim Jackson’s
strawberries at the strawberry social on June 7.

The deacons’
annual social

provided time ‘, |
for fellowship .
as well as ‘ \;
plenty of .&. d
strawberries. i



2025 File Photo
A youngster tries his hand at cornhole last year.

Games in Parking Lot

For ‘Night Out’ Party

Hundreds of people are expected to converge on

the HPC parking lot on Tuesday, August 4, for
fun and games as part of the borough’s annual
National Night Out block party in downtown
Huntingdon.

The games will follow the theme of the popular
“Super Mario Bros” video games. The Mission
and Outreach Committee is coordinating HPC’s
participation in the event, which is to run from 4
to 8 p.m. Volunteers from HPC will provide free
snacks, and there will be expanded food options
in the downtown area.

This year, the event combines National Night
Out with the Back to School Bash-tastic, a back-
to-school party first held last year.

National Night Out in Huntingdon has grown
from a small park gathering into a three-block
downtown celebration. The family-focused
National Night Out will include a Kid Zone;
police, fire and emergency personnel; and
emergency vehicle displays and K-9 unit
demonstrations. Nonprofit organizations and
community service providers are also expected to
participate.

The borough and its police department are
sponsoring Huntingdon's National Night Out to
strengthen connections between residents and
local public safety agencies.

Digging Deeper Group
Tackles Book of Judges

The Sunday morning Digging Deeper study

group has moved on to a new topic — the Old
Testament Book of Judges.

The study is being made in conjunction with
Pastor Brett’s sermon series on the Book of
Judges that began on June 7. The Digging
Deeper sessions will allow Pastor Brett to expand
on his sermons and to answer questions raised by
the sermons.

The study group is open to all adults and youth
who are interested in digging deeper into their
faith and the Bible. The group previously spent
nearly a year studying the New Testament Letter
to the Hebrews.

The group meets at 9:30 a.m. most Sundays both
in person or by Zoom.

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS

The session approved the following during its
meeting on June 14 held in person and via Zoom:

® Adult baptisms of Celes Shontz and Makayla
Lindsey on August 2

® Chalmers Port as guest pastor on July 12
e Communion by intinction on July 19

® Dr. Keith Sutton as permanent organist three
Sundays per month

® The next session meeting to be held on
Sunday, July 19.

GA Commissioners to Report

Huntingdon Presbytery’s two commissioners to
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A)’s 227th General
Assembly will report at the presbytery meeting on
Tuesday, July 14, in DuBois. The Rev. Jack
Miller and Elder Nathan Koozer were the
presbytery commissioners to this year’s General
Assembly, scheduled for June 22-July 2 in
Milwaukee, Wisconsin.


https://www.facebook.com/huntingdonboropd?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVGkHYz5V1r64QGDL6CA50s98s_I6yMtBNVVh87HOL5-vsPQFx7dhsgN_QjN2XVpsWn_Q_wypP3K6oK4zX8ib3jL9uib-YqZZOg_sDakXak5du53mhJ1bUjBGtF2sawSZ2BbPNfZfNtljA1XzahHHkSzwWil0MKbYnvD_IVZ-Jk03M7YfyIavcB3CThg6BhWzicroafOxeiuubOv9RQR8kq&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
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Continued from Page One

No reading list from me would be complete
without something by C.S. Lewis.

About a year ago, I finally read his science fiction
trilogy. Out of the Silent Planet is a fascinating
exploration into a society of beings who, unlike
us humans, never fell. All act in joyful accord
with their created nature, and they even have
direct communication with angels. Perelandra is
a reimagining of the temptation of Eve in the
garden, only this time it takes place on Venus.
Reading it gave me a whole new perspective on
temptation and the subtle snares that it uses to
trap us in even our good intentions. That Hideous
Strength is a little wild but very relevant. A
shadowy organization is attempting to develop a
super intelligence to direct all life on Earth. The
parallels with our modern discussion around
artificial intelligence are remarkable.

If you’re looking for something on the poetic
side, I have recently discovered Malcolm Guite.
He is a poet, Anglican priest, and a former
professor at Cambridge. My specific
recommendation would be David’s Crown. In it,
Guite writes responsive sonnets to each of the
150 Psalms. These are not re-writings but
reflections on the themes contained in the
Psalms. I have found this work to be a beautiful
addition to my devotional Psalm reading.

Finally, a recommendation for the history lovers:
God'’s Battalions by Rodney Stark. This is a
controversial pick. It is a popular-level history of
the motivations behind the Crusades.

I say “controversial” because it complicates
many assumptions we have about the Crusades
and the people who went on them. When I read
this book, I was reminded of two things. First,
history is indeed complex and bloody. We might
like clean narratives about heroes and villains,
but real life is rarely so simple. Second, my
modern cynicism and even materialism were
challenged. We modern folk tend to think
everyone is motivated by power and stuff
(wealth). But this is not always the case. There

are other incentives that drive decision-making
and go far deeper than we could imagine.

In Romans, Paul tells us that deep transformation
away from the patterns of the world come from
the renewing of the mind (Romans 12:2). We
have to train ourselves to think with God’s
thoughts instead of just coasting on the prevailing
assumptions of our culture and time. Reading
engages the mind in ways few other activities
can. I hope this summer provides you with many
opportunities to renew your minds, especially as
you read God’s Word written, hear God’s Word
proclaimed, and continue in your relationship
with God’s Word in the flesh, Jesus Christ. Who
knows? Some of those opportunities might
include pizza too!

Yours in Christ,
Rev. Brett D. Hoover

“Come to the place where every breath is praise,

And God is breathing through each passing
breeze.”
—Malcolm Guite, David’s Crown, from his
reflection on Psalm 1

OGHS Auction Featured
On PC(USA) Website

‘Word of HPC’s One Great Hour of Sharing
Auction is spreading. A feature article on the
Synod of the Trinity website highlighting the
auction was reposted in early June on the
denomination-wide Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) website in its News & Storytelling
section.

The auction has been a staple of the HPC
calendar for many years. Since 2016, the auction
has raised more than $29,000 for OGHS. During
that period, the auction and monetary donations
to OGHS combined have totaled more than
$72,000, making HPC one of OGHS’s strongest
supporters on a per capita member basis.

The synod article, which included photos,
focused on this year’s auction, held on May 2 in
the HPC sanctuary.



FOR YOUR
INFORMATION

Pastoral Care Available: Pastor Brett Hoover is
available in the church office Tuesday through
Friday from 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. for pastoral care
and calls. If you need pastoral care, please call
the office at 814-643-1302 or you may email the
church office at huntpc1789@gmail.com. In case
of emergency, please call Pastor Brett at 724-331-
5798. Please note: Pastor Brett will be away the
week of July 6-13 and the weeks of August 3-17.

Guest Musicians: Thanks to Kathy Myers,
Joann Weber and Shelby Shoemaker for sharing
their musical talent at recent Sunday services.

Lord’s Supper: For July, communion will be
served by intinction on Sunday, July 19. This is a
change from the previously announced date. For
August, communion will be served on Sunday,
August 2. The August date is one of the days for
communion that was added to the worship
calendar after the session approved monthly
communion.

Summer Lunch Program: HPC is supporting
First Methodist Church’s children’s summer
lunch program. If you are interested in
volunteering to help prepare or serve the meals,
please see a member of HPC’s Mission and
Outreach Committee or call the office. Donations
should note Summer Lunch Program on your
check.

Summer Office Hours: The church office is
operating on summer hours of 8-11 a.m.
Monday-Friday until the regular hours of 9 a.m.-
noon resume after Labor Day.

Water Intrusion Issue: Raabe Restoration of
Tyrone has begun demolition work on the wall of
the women’s room in the basement Fellowship
Hall, according to a Property Committee report
to the session. Once the damaged wall material is
removed, the church will have a better idea of
how to proceed with curing the water intrusion
situation in that part of the basement foundation.

June Blooms: A plethora of roses graced the
parking lot planter near the back door in early
June, adding a splash of color to downtown.

Final HPC Shift of Year
For Hometown Hearts

Volunteers are needed to prepare and distribute
the weekly free Hometown Hearts meal on
Thursday, July 9. This is the final scheduled
Hometown Hearts shift for HPC in 2026.

Each team of workers includes a prep crew and a
servers / cleanup crew. Even if you can only
commit to an hour or so, please contact John
Brockett or the church office to volunteer.

Desserts are also needed. If you can provide a
dessert, please contact Jane Brown.

Hometown Hearts provides free takeout meals
each Thursday at St. James Lutheran Church
with the help of volunteers from area churches
and civic organizations. Upwards of 200 meals
are served each week.

Presbytery Newsletter Available

If you would like to receive by email the weekly
electronic newsletter of Huntingdon Presbytery,
Presbytery Connections, please email
SusanPresbytery@gmail.com or call the
presbytery at 814-682-7289 extension (.
Connections is usually emailed each Wednesday.


mailto:huntpc1789@gmail.com
mailto:SusanPresbytery@gmail.com

Huntingdon Presbyterian Church
508 Mifflin Street
Huntingdon, PA 16652
huntpc1789(@gmail.com
www .huntingdonpresbyterianchurch.org

814-643-1302
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Worship with us this Sunday in-person or on our Facebook page- Everyone is welcome!
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